
Welcome to Algebra 1.  I look forward to a great semester! 
 

Mrs. Schnurstein Email:  mschnurs@livoniapublicschools.org  Voice Mail:  744-2650 ext. 76342 
 

Materials Needed 
 

1. 1” binder with lined paper.  Create a section for notes, a section for homework, and a section for tests. 
2. Algebra 1 textbook. 
3. All work is done in pencil in math class. ☺ 
4. Colorful pen for checking homework and making corrections. 
5. Scientific calculator (TI-30 XS is good) or graphing calculator (TI-84+ is good) is recommended. 
6. Box of Kleenex is optional, but really appreciated! 

 
Marking Period Grade 

 
1. Homework/Participation is 25% and Tests/Quizzes are 75% of the marking period grade. 

 
2. Homework will be assigned daily.  You should not expect to do well in the class, if you do not do your homework. 

 
*Name, hour, and date in the upper right hand corner.  *Assignment written on the top line. 
*Problems done vertically in columns down page.  *Circle or box answers. 

 
Most homework will be graded on completeness only.  Up to 5 points will be given. To earn full credit: 

a. All problems must be attempted. 
b. All original problems must be written as the first step of the solution. 
c. All work must be shown, including work entered on a calculator, applicable graphs, and figures. 
d. The assignment must be checked in pen. 
e. I work out on the board several problems that are requested.  If you have missed any of these 

exercises, you are expected to copy them (in pen) onto your homework paper.   
 

Occasionally, points given will be based upon correct work and solutions.  Illegible work will not earn credit. 
 

Two late assignments will be accepted per marking period.  Write “LATE” at the top and place it in the basket 
on the bookshelf.   

 
3. Tests/Quizzes:  Usually, there are one or two quizzes and one test per chapter.  So, every 7-10 school days, you 

have an opportunity to significantly influence your marking period grade.   
 
There are no retakes, so prepare well for each quiz and test.  Some suggestions are: 

Begin studying several days ahead  
Go to the math help room C305 any day at lunch; go to peer tutoring after school M-Th in Room A130 
Use our book’s resources and other website tutorials (see my teacher web page for some links) 
Form study groups with classmates, and  
Come after school if you need extra help.   

 
Make-up Tests:  A student who is absent the day of the test should plan to take it on the day he returns.  Since 
tests and quizzes are announced well in advance, a student who is absent on the review day before the test is 
expected to take the test on the scheduled day.  Please see me if you have extenuating circumstances. 
 
 
 

Semester Grade 
 

1. Each marking period is 40% and the final exam is 20% of the semester grade.  
 

2. Percent  Grade  Percent  Grade  Percent  Grade  
93-100  A  80-82  B-  67-69  D+ 

 90-92  A-  77-79  C+  63-66  D 
87-89  B+  73-76  C  60-62  D- 

 83-86  B  70-72   C-  0-59  E 
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Classroom Policies 
 

1. Be on time with a positive attitude and be ready to learn something new!  Tardiness in excess of 10 minutes = absence. 
Churchill tardy policy: 3—parent contact, 5—detention, 7—referral to AP, 9+--lunch detention 
 

2. Treat all people in our room with courtesy and respect.  Profanity and negative language are not permitted. 
 

3. Cell phones are a distraction to your learning and to the learning of those around you.  They must be on silent and put 
away during class, or you can store them in the designated location in the front of our classroom.   Earbuds and 
headphones are not permitted on the ears or around the neck.  If your electronic device is visible during class, a 
detention will be assigned the first time, and a referral to the AP for subsequent occurrences. 
 

4. Attendance is very important for success in this class.  If you are absent, it will be your responsibility to check my             
webpage for make-up work.  Assignments that were collected need to be turned in to me the following day.  If                
homework is late due to an absence, write “ABSENT” at the top of the first page and place it in the top basket on  
my desk.  If you will be absent due to school business, you must see me before the absence to get any homework.  
The assignment is due on the day you return to class.  Fifteen absences could result in loss of credit. 
 

5. Only water may be consumed during class.  To deter rodents and insects, no food or other drinks, please. 
 

6. You will be allowed 4 passes per semester for urgent needs.  You earn a new pass after each set of 5 weeks. 
 

7. Ask for help as soon as you realize that you need it.  When possible, see me during homework time, or before/after 
class.  Or make an appointment to come in for help.  I am available most Mondays and Fridays 2:25pm-2:55pm.  
**Extra help is given when all notes are complete, homework is attempted, and absences are excused (if 
applicable).  Also, go to the math help room C305 any day at lunch, or go to peer tutoring after school M-Th in Room 
A130. 

 
8. You can also go to my teacher webpage on Churchill.livoniapublicschools.org, under Staff and then More, 

then Schnurstein.  You will find the course expectations and other helpful resources.  You will also find the 
assignments listed in Google Classroom.  The join code will be given in class. 

 
Cheating/Plagiarism   

Cheating and/or plagiarism is the act of stealing or copying someone else’s ideas, words, or work and passing it off or 
claiming it as your own. This is clearly dishonest and unacceptable at Churchill High School.   
  
Plagiarism consists of:   
1. Direct quoting without giving credit to the source.   
2. Omitting quotation marks to indicate quoted material.   
3. Paraphrasing the idea(s) of others without giving them credit.   
4. Copying any work of other students.   
5. Handing in work which has already been given credit or which was done by another.   
6. Copying word for word or taking material verbatim from the back of the book or from the internet without proper 
documentation.   
  
Students thought to have plagiarized will be advised by the teacher that the policy is being implemented.  Both the “giver” 
and “taker” will have consequences. 
   
The teacher who discovers cheating or plagiarism will immediately confiscate the paper, test, or project, contact the 
parent, and write a disciplinary referral to the administrator. The particular circumstances involved in each specific case 
will determine the teacher’s recommendation.  
   
Penalty could include loss of credit for the test/paper/project, a failing mark for the card marking period, suspension from 
school, and/or withdrawal from the course with an EW. Subsequent plagiarism or cheating in class will result in more 
severe penalties including possible failure for the semester.  
 

Electronic Reminders 
 

Please see the instructions for receiving reminders about tests and other events (by text or by email) with Remind.  I 
typically send a short message once per week.  An email option is available if a charge for texts is a concern.  Parents 
and students are encouraged to receive messages.  Please use your first and last name so that I know who is registered.  
Thank you! 



Please complete both sections. 
 

I. COURSE EXPECTATIONS 
 
I have read what is expected for this semester of Algebra 1. 
 
 
________________________________________       ________________________________________ 
Print Student Name      Print Parent Name 
 
 
_________________________________________      __________________________________________ 
Student Signature      Parent Signature   
 
 
________________________________________        ___________________________________________ 
Best phone number to reach parent    Best email to reach parent 
 
 
 
 

II.  INTERNET ACCESS OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL 
 
___ Yes, my son/daughter has access to the internet outside of school using a computer, tablet, or phone. 
 
 
___ No, my son/daughter is not currently able to access the internet outside of school using a computer, 

tablet, or phone. 
  

 
 
______________________________________________ 
Parent Signature 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


